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Differences and Similarities between Democracy, Authoritarianism and Totalitarianism Political Systems
Most Latin American countries had experienced dictatorial ruling since their independence. Most nations have experienced authoritarianism where their political power had been controlled by a political party or the military. The ruling political party did not recognize institutional authority hence relied more on personal following and on political coercion. The Cubans thus had the desire of a democratic government instead of authoritarian and totalitarian political systems (Mulcahy, 2015). This article aims at comparing and contrasting the differences between totalitarian, authoritarian political system. 
The totalitarianism regime can be defined as a political concept that opposes individual opposition and the claims and ideas are high to control the public and private life. On the other hand, authoritarianism political system depicts a situation where there is a lack of concern for the wishes and opinions of other people. Unlike authoritarianism, a totalitarian regime is utilized to gain more support from the masses and spread it to the economy and society. A totalitarianism state involves a situation where the central government has total power over various aspects of people’s life. Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin believed in total obedience of the followers hence could be deemed totalitarian states. Both Stalin and Hitler were dictators over their subjects ("Stalin, Hitler and the Temptations of Totalitarianism," 2017). The two leaders had control over the ideas, thoughts and freedom that inhibits the public domain from doing things on their own. 
Looking at the current situation in China, it is evident that there are various important areas of discontent due to the current regime. Under the current regime in China, all the society members are subordinate to the state. The political system in China is highly concentrated and tends to support the informal and unregulated exercise of power from political parties. Political parties are used to mobilize the masses to achieve the goals of the regime. The regime is also given more support and control over the society by the armed forces. The authoritarianism, the regime is growing more persuasive due to the escalating censorship, the threatening new mode of the internet through the social credit system (Repnikova, 2018). The Chinese Communist Party has increased its control hence presenting a ruthless and dystopian condition to the Chinese society. 
The most recent history of the US demonstrates an advanced extraordinary resilient democracy.in the US, the opposition leaders have tried much to provide checks and balances on the powers of the president as well as those of the ruling party. The opposition lawmakers and the media have thus pushed back for President Trump and get his way. Democracy endures in the United States through new technologies and in communications (Mulcahy, 2015). However, even if the democracy endures in the states, their government controls new technologies and collection of new data as well as preventing democracy spread to other countries. Therefore, democracy can be taken to mean, a form of government where the government has the right to govern its citizens in all states. However, both totalitarianism and authoritarianism are very different from democracy.
A totalitarian state is regarded as the most extreme and complete form of authoritarianism. In the twentieth century, the totalitarianism state was marked by political repression, total control over the country’s economy, speech restriction, and personality cultism. Totalitarianism simply means a political system that strives to control the public and the private life of individuals. In the 20th century, the totalitarian state aimed at embracing any relevant information and ideology through the mass media, single-party system and utilization of mass surveillance. Totalitarianism states are characterized by a state of terrorism, mass surveillance, total control over the state’s economy and regulation critical issues in the country. This state seeks to mobilize society to support certain government policies and ideologies. An example of a totalitarian state is North Korea. The main essence of the totalitarianism state is to instill full control on all aspects of the society that are vital in identifying the state. Lack of total freedom to exploit the existing resources, regulations on societal aspects and personality cultism are some of the pre-existing conditions that can make a nation a totalitarianism state. Mainland China is a state that fails to democratize due to its unfavorable conditions. Opponents of the ranking system in China thinks that it is a strategy for the government to control the population. However, the supporters of the system argue that the ranking system will result in more civilized and law-abiding society (Repnikova, 2018). China mainland comes up with many policies that are meant to control the actions and the ideologies of the population. 
Japan transitioned from authoritarianism to democracy political system in the 1990s due to the openings in Asia and domestic influences of its foreign aid system. Japan could not improve its economic growth like other countries. The country decided to adopt better economy principles and achieve economic growth later. Japan had to embrace market economy principles since the country lacked adequate land and labor. Japan needed to provide large ethnical freedom, religion, and geographic freedom in order to transition successfully to a democratic state. The society had to express their ideas freely, practice different religious beliefs, move from one place to the other and practice trade. Freedom is the main source of democracy that all people require in order to carry out their activities at ease (Mulcahy, 2015). Expansion of the people’s choices should not be affected by government controls in order to unleash the potentials of the citizens. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, totalitarianism, authoritarianism, and democracy are all forms of government whose purpose is deeply entrenched to serve society and control the ideologies of different people in the society. Authoritarianism and totalitarianism are quite similar to each other while democracy differs much since it has nothing in common with other forms of government. In a democracy, people have the opportunity to control their government and elect their own leaders (Mulcahy, 2015). Both totalitarianism and authoritarianism have several aspects in common including control of various aspects in the society. 





References
Mulcahy, A. (2015). Policing in Divided Societies. Retrieved from https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/computer-science/authoritarian-state
Repnikova, M. (2018). China’s ‘responsive’ authoritarianism. Retrieved from https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/theworldpost/wp/2018/11/27/china-authoritarian/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.a65ec88b59f1
Stalin, Hitler and the Temptations of Totalitarianism. (2017, October 27). Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/18/books/review/stalin-hitler-totalitarianism.html

